
PRIVACY NOTICE 
AUSTRALIA AWARDS – SCHOLARSHIPS AND SHORT COURSES 
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) manages international Scholarships, 

Pacific Scholarships and Short Courses funded by the Australian Government that aim to 

contribute to the long term development needs of Australia's partner countries, in line with 

global, bilateral and regional agreements.   

What types of personal information is collected? 
Below are examples of the personal information DFAT may collect: 

• Letters of offer and acceptance documentation

• Personal details, for example gender, date of birth, country of origin, identification

numbers, etc.

• Prior academic qualifications (transcripts and history)

• Current and previous employer details

• Professional memberships or associations

• Criminal history

• Personal passport information

• Visa information

• Banking information to pay entitlements

• Residential and mailing addresses in home country and while studying in Australia

• English test scores (IELTS, etc.)

• Contact details, including telephone numbers and email addresses

• Medical assessments

• Disability assessments and supporting documentation

• Personal details of accompanying dependants (or Carers), including all of the

above as required

• Other information related to your Australia Award Scholarship or Short Course

Why is your personal information collected? 
The purpose of collecting this information is for the management, promotion and 

evaluation of the Australia Awards. Information is also collected to ensure DFAT upholds 

its obligations while you are in participating in the Australia Awards. 

This information may also be used to contact you after the completion of your Australia 

Award by DFAT or a contracted service provider of DFAT, to follow up on your experiences 

and achievements and how your Australia Award may have contributed to this.  
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When we collect your personal information from others 
If we need to collect information from a third party, e.g. a medical practitioner, we will 

first obtain your consent.  

What happens if we do not collect your personal information? 
If DFAT does not or is unable to collect personal information from you we may not be in a 

position to consider your application for an Australia Award Scholarship or Short Course, 

provide you with relevant access, or provide guidance regarding conditions relevant to 

these Awards. 

Who will your personal information be disclosed to? 
DFAT may disclose your personal information to third parties, for the purpose of 

managing, promoting or evaluating the Australia Awards. For example, your personal 

information may be disclosed by DFAT to, the following parties: 

• the Australian Taxation Office

• the Australian Public Service Commission

• Higher Education Institutions (for example, Student Contact Officers)

• other Commonwealth agencies

• your nominated representatives, authorised agent or embassy or High

Commission in Australia

• agents, contractors or service providers engaged by DFAT to carry out or assist its

functions and activities (such as a Global Tracer Facility for survey work and case

studies of Australia Awards alumni)

• medical professionals (in the case of a Welfare incident)

You also consent to DFAT disclosing your personal information to overseas recipients, that 

is, individuals or entities who are not in Australia. You acknowledge that you understand 

DFAT will not take any steps to ensure that an overseas recipient does not breach an 

Australian Privacy Principle under the Privacy Act 1988.  
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How do you access and/or correct your personal information? 
If you wish to correct your personal information please contact the relevant organisation 

as detailed below: 

• Scholarships - your Institution’s Student Contact Officer (SCO)

• Short Courses – the DFAT managing contractor or Embassy/High Commission.

Under the Privacy Act (Australian Privacy Principles 12 and 13) you have the right to ask 

for access to personal information that we hold about you. You are also able to ask that 

we correct that personal information. You can ask for access or correction by contacting 

us, as set out in DFAT’s Privacy Policy.  

How to find out more about our privacy practices? 
Our Privacy Policy describes how we protect and manage personal information, including 

sensitive information, consistent with our obligations under the Privacy Act. Our Privacy 

Policy also contains information on how you may complain about a breach of the 

Australian Privacy Principles and how we will deal with such a complaint. DFAT’s Privacy 

policy is available at: http://www.dfat.gov.au/privacy.html. 

http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/about-this-website/pages/privacy.aspx#store
http://www.dfat.gov.au/privacy.html

